
To:  Members of Bethany Lutheran Church 
From: Church Council 
December 23, 2019 
 
Dear Fellow Members of Bethany Lutheran Church 
 
At our December meeting we held extensive discussion around the proposed budget.  Most of 
it is pretty straight forward.  Our finances are very solid, and look to continue so for quite some 
time.  Thank you for your willingness to support the mission and ministry of Bethany with your 
financial gifts. 
The proposed budget is pretty straight forward and much like it has been in the past, but there 
are a couple of things that you need to be aware of regarding the proposed budget.  In an effort 
to have an informed discussion at the annual meeting on the 19th of January, the Board has put 
together this letter. 
 

1. Replacing the carpet upstairs at Bethany.  This includes the Sanctuary, the entryway, the 
overflow room and bathroom, and the steps leading to the Sunday School rooms and 
the basement.  We have solicited two bids for this project, both came in somewhere 
around 23K.  We would like to replace the pew cushions as well but have not received 
bids for this yet.  This project is NOT in the proposed budget.  It would come from 
deferred maintenance, and perhaps special capital donations, but needs a 
congregational vote because the bid exceeds the 20K threshold set by our constitution. 

 
2. In the Proposed Benevolence section of next year’s budget you will see a line for an 

Internship.  Pastor Peter challenged us at our joint meeting in November to consid3er an 
intern for 2020-2021.  If we want to do this, the application needs to be sent in soon.  
Total costs for the internship would be somewhere in the neighborhood of 35K.  This 
breaks down in the following way-  
15K from Lost Island, which includes housing the Intern at Shirley Knutson’s farm. 
Reasonable rent will be negotiated by Wayne and the Lost Island council, and the 
appropriate agreement will be spelled out and signed by both parties.  This housing 
agreement is part of Shirley’s wish for her house and farm now that she can no longer 
live there. 
That leaves Bethany with roughly 20K to cover the rest of the cost of the internship 
$8,300.00 would be for 2020 
11,700.00 would be for 2021. 
This covers the portion of the stipend that Lost Island doesn’t, FICA, professional 
expenses, and mileage. 

 
We realize that this is something of a stretch but we feel that the time is right for us to host 
another intern, and we hope that you would prayerfully consider supporting this. 
 
Bethany Church Council 
 


